Wash!

AEG-Electrolux L62810

    * Price: £349

    * Score: 65 %

Although not the best across the board, this 6kg model scores points for excellent cleaning on both cotton and quick cycles.

A cotton wash does take nearly two and quarter hours but the quick wash saves you over an hour.

AEG-Electrolux L 64810

    * Price: £355

    * Score: 64 %

AEG-Electrolux L74810

    * Price: £349

    * Score: 62 %

This Best Buy is almost identical to the L62810, but has a higher 1400 spin speed. It’s great on its 1hr 6min short wash and cleans easy care fabrics well.

Spinning is good and it’s easy to use. The excellent quick wash takes just over an hour.

Bosch WBB 24759 Logixx

    * Price: £729

    * Score: 70 %

This enormous Best Buy allows you to pack in a whopping 9kg of dirty laundry and washes well. But you'll need lots of space to fit it.

Wash results are good and rinsing is better than most. Plus there are plenty of extra programmes such as handwash and easy iron.

Bosch WFL 2067 Classixx

    * Price: £299.99

    * Score: 61 %

The Bosch WFL 2067 Classix washing machine washes well and its easy to use and select programmes. The 6kg machine gives average results for cotton and quick loads, and even better results with easy-care fabrics.

The dials and buttons on the machine are labelled with big clear text and symbols. The door is also easy to open with a large handle that overhangs the doors so it's easy to grip. The fluff filter is easy to clean out too, although it's at the bottom of machine, there is a simple push button to access the filter and you simply turn the cap to remove it.

Bosch WFO 2467

    * Price: £273

    * Score: 64 %

This Bosch machine produces a high standard for a very reasonable price and is a recommended purchase for those on a budget.

The 6kg capacity is average for the machines we have tested.

Bosch WFX 2868

    * Price: £393

    * Score: 63 %

For a Bosch machine this is a relatively quiet model with a high spin speed. Some useful features make this one of our Best Buys.

Washing ability is generally good and the machine itself is quite cheap to run.

Bosch WFR2869

    * Price: £479

    * Score: 67 %

This intuitive 1400rpm Best Buy has below average running costs, coupled with good all-round cleaning ability.

Wash results are good and rinsing is better than most.

Candy CL2127 Smart

    * Price: £305

    * Score: 61 %

This model from Candy performs well for a relatively low purchase price. Although there are a few quieter models around, it's not too noisy and is inexpensive to run.

The 7kg capacity will be enough for many families and dimensionally the machine is only a few centimetres deeper than most of the 5kg machines tested.

Miele Premier 520

    * Price: £500

    * Score: 65 %

Priced at the middle of the spectrum, this Miele performs well with outstanding cotton and quick washes but the limited capacity may not suit large families.

At 5kg this is one of the smallest capacity models tested and is no smaller dimensionally than a number of 6kg models.

Miele W2203

    * Price: £620

    * Score: 63 %

This top-notch machine from Miele is a little pricey but it performs well and running costs are exceptionally low.

The cotton and easy-care washes give very good results. Quick wash performance did not quite reach the same high standard but at just over an hour it is of average duration.

Miele W 3240

    * Price: £745

    * Score: 70 %

A distinctive looking Best Buy that offers excellent wash results for cotton and short programmes and good results for easy-care loads.

A consistently good performer on all loads, the cotton wash is relatively fast at just under two hours, but the short wash shaves just 20 minutes off this and takes one and a half hours.

Siemens WXL127AGB

    * Price: £525

    * Score: 63 %

This striking Graphite grey Best Buy has plenty of wash cycle options and is one of the best for rinsing.

The expected wash cycles are present as well as easy iron, handwash and delayed start options, the last of which would suit economy seven users.

Siemens WXL147A

    * Price: £479

    * Score: 65 %

This Best Buy machine washes well and is one the quietest models while spin drying. Water and energy use is particularly low and this machine very cheap to run.

The short wash takes just 54 minutes and there is a full set of extra programmes including handwash. Rinsing is better than on many other machines and you can add an extra rinse if you have sensitive skin.

Tricity Bendix AW1260

    * Price: £229.99

    * Score: 62 %

This Tricity Bendix may be lacking in features but if you just want good washing performance at a low cost, this is the machine for you.

The 6kg capacity is average compared to the other machines on test. Washing results were very good for cotton and easy care, although the quick wash was just a little below the same standard.

Zanussi-Electrolux ZWF1451W

    * Price: £369

    * Score: 65 %

This Zanussi-Electrolux Best Buy is packed full of useful features and provides a great cotton wash, and good cleaning across the board.

Extra programmes include easy-iron, wool, handwash and extra rinse. The clever memory function can be set to remember your favourite programmes, so that you can call them up quickly and easily.

